
Lincoln County Citizens For Real Progress Committee 
 

Seven Lincoln County, SD Registered Voters Filed A 
Complaint Today with the Lincoln County State’s 
Attorney Thomas Wollman, Against Commission 

Chairman Mike Poppens. 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date:  January 4, 2021          CONTACT: David Tuntland, 605-366-1539 
 
 
Canton, SD   Seven Lincoln County registered voters filed a complaint today with 
Lincoln County State’s Attorney Thomas Wollman, against Michael Poppens, Chairman 
of the Lincoln County Commissioners.   
 
Statements from the Lincoln County Equalization Director and the Minnehaha County 
Equalization Director indicate that from August 30, 2019 through October 9, 2020, 
Michael Poppens has declared two residences (owned as joint tenants) his ‘Owner 
Occupied Principal Residence.’  See attached documents. 
 
Such declarations qualify taxpayers for reduced tax rates on their residences. But SDCL 
§10-13-39 says “a person may only have one dwelling” classified as Owner Occupied. 
 
We are requesting State’s Attorney Wollman investigate where Poppens lived during this 
time and where he lives today.  Once this determination is made we ask him to take 
whatever criminal or civil action South Dakota authorizes to collect the back taxes due to 
Lincoln County or else, refer this to the Minnehaha County State’s Attorney to provide 
them the opportunity to collect property taxes Poppens lawfully owes their county. 
 
This matter is aggravated by a greater expectation of Poppens’ knowledge of the property 
tax laws on one’s ‘Principal Residence’ in conjunction with his duties as Chairman of the 
Lincoln County Commissioners. 
 
We also ask Wollman to publish his findings as to where Poppens dwells at this time. 
 
Lincoln County citizens will be raising objections to this during public comment time at 
tomorrow’s scheduled Commission meeting. 
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RE: Does Lincoln County Commissioner M Poppens qualify for Owner Occupied tax rates
in Minnehaha County or not?

From: Lilla, Chris (clilla@minnehahacounty.org)

To: lccrprogress@yahoo.com

Date: Friday, December 18, 2020, 8:53 AM CST

Dear Mr. Tuntland,

                There really is no way to audit these.  I did contact Lincoln County to check if he was
receiving owner occupied status there, and they verified he was not.  So in this case, his CREV is
honored here. 

Director of Equalization

Equalization

415 N. Dakota Ave

3rd Floor

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

(605) 367-4228 (Office)

(605) 367-7870 (Fax)

“NOTICE: The information contained in this message is confidential, protected from disclosure and may
be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, distribution, copying, or any action taken or action omitted in reliance on it, is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by replying to this message and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in electronic or
hard copy format. Thank you.”

Yahoo Mail - RE: Does Lincoln County Commissioner M Poppens qualif... https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/908
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RE: Owner Occupied status on Michael Poppens?

From: Karla Goossen (kgoossen@lincolncountysd.org)

To: lccrprogress@yahoo.com

Date: Monday, December 21, 2020, 1:02 PM CST

Mr. Tuntland,

The property located at 545 W 5th Street, Tea, SD owned by Michael Poppens did receive the owner occupied status for the 2020 assessment year therefore will be taxed
at the owner occupied rate for 2020 pay 2021. 

The eligibility for owner occupied was met by Mr. Poppens November 1, 2012 for the 2013 assessment year.  Once eligibility is met, the property retains the classification
until it is transferred or has a change in use (see SDCL 10-13-40). 

On October 9, 2020 Mr. Teng purchased the property and has submitted his owner occupied status effective for the 2021 assessment year.

I hope this answers your question, if not please feel free to contact me anytime.

Karla

Yahoo Mail - RE: Owner Occupied status on Michael Poppens? https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/949
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From: :incoln County Citizens for Real Progress <lccrprogress@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 10:50 AM
To: Karla Goossen <kgoossen@lincolncountysd.org>
Subject: Owner Occupied status on Michael Poppens?

Karla Goossen, CAA
Lincoln County Director of Equalization
kgoossen@lincolncountysd.org
Canton, SD

Dear Ms. Goossen;

Chris Lilla, your peer from Minnehaha County, wrote us this past Friday morning regarding Lincoln County Board Chair Mike Poppens,
stating, "I did contact Lincoln County to check if he was receiving owner occupied status there, and they verified he was not...."

Let me follow up Lilla's question with a simple one that I don't believe I asked in our previous communications on CREVs in Lincoln
County.   Did Mr. or Mrs. Michael Poppens receive Owner Occupied status on their property located at 545 W 5th, Tea, from January 1,
2019 thru December 1, 2020? If not, please confirm.  If so, could you provide the dates that they received it?

Thank you.

David Tuntland, Executive Director
Lincoln County Citizens for Real Progress Committee

NOTICE: The information contained in this message is confidential, protected from disclosure and may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, distribution, copying, or any action taken or action omitted in reliance on it, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you.

Yahoo Mail - RE: Owner Occupied status on Michael Poppens? https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/949
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